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Foreward 


In the realm of cricket, where the crack of the bat echoes like a 
symphony of possibility, and every stroke holds the promise of greatness, "Bat 
and Beyond" emerges as a testament to the enduring magic of the sport. 
Authored by the indefatigable cricket enthusiast and academic topper, 
Mani lyer, this book represents a culmination of a lifelong love with cricket and 


a dedication to unraveling its mysteries. 


As a fervent admirer of cricket and a diligent academic, Mani lyer brings 
a unique perspective to the world of sports literature—a fusion of scholarly rigor 
and boundless passion. In "Bat and Beyond," he invites readers on a journey 
through the annals of cricketing history, from the sun-drenched fields of 


yesteryear to the floodlit stadiums of the modern era. 


What sets "Bat and Beyond" apart is its multifaceted approach to the 
subject matter. While lyer's academic background lends depth and nuance to 
his analysis, his innate love for the game infuses each chapter with a sense of 
joy and wonder. Whether exploring the intricacies of technique and strategy or 
delving into the human drama that unfolds on and off the field, Mani lyer's 


writing sparkles with insight and enthusiasm. 


But "Bat and Beyond" is more than just a scholarly treatise on cricket; it 
is a celebration of the spirit of the sport and the profound impact it has on 
players and fans alike. Through a series of meticulously researched chapters, 
Mani lyer pays homage to the cricketing legends who have shaped the game 


and inspired generations of devotees around the world. 


As you embark on this literary odyssey through the world of cricket, 
| encourage everone of you to immerse yourself fully in the pages of "Bat and 
Beyond." Allow yourself to be swept away by the drama, the passion, and the 
sheer beauty of a sport that transcends boundaries and captures the 


imagination of millions. 


For cricket is more than just a game—tt is a reflection of life itself, with all 
its triumphs and tribulations, its highs and lows. And in "Bat and Beyond," Mani 
lyer offers us a glimpse into the heart and soul of cricket, reminding us why we 


fell in love with the game in the first place. 


So, dear reader, grab your bat and pad, and join us on this extraordinary 
journey through the world of cricket. For in the pages of "Bat and Beyond," the 


magic of cricket awaits. Play on. 


| am indeed thankful, to Manipathipagam who composed electronically 
the text pinned. | also thank Mr.Visu lyer who greeted and encouraged me to 
present this book before you all. 


Sincerely yours, 


Mani lyer 
maniiyer73@gmail.com 


Foreward & Review 


"Bat and Beyond" is not just a book; it's a journey—a captivating voyage 
through the hallowed halls of cricketing history, expertly guided by the 
knowledgeable and passionate Mani Iyer. In this 
meticulously crafted work, Mr.Mani Iyer, seamlessly 
blends his academic acumen with his deep love for the 
cricket, resulting in a literary masterpiece that is as 
informative as it is enchanting. 


As the title suggests, "Bat and Beyond" 
_ transcends mere statistics and records, delving deep 


into hed essence of cricketing greatness. Through a series of richly detailed 
chapters, Mr.Mani Iyer paints vivid portraits of cricket's most iconic figures, 
from the incomparable Sir Don Bradman to the modern-day maestro, Virat Kohli. 
Each page is imbued with a sense of reverence for the game and its luminaries, 
making "Bat and Beyond" a joy to read for cricket enthusiasts and novices alike. 


What sets this book apart is Mr.Mani Iyer's ability to marry his academic 
expertise with his infectious passion for cricket. While his scholarly insights lend 
depth and nuance to the narrative, his love for the sport infuses every word with 
warmth and enthusiasm. Whether dissecting the finer points of technique or 
recounting the drama of historic matches, Mr.Mani Iyer's prose sparkles with 
insight and reverence, drawing readers into the rich tapestry of cricketing lore. 


But perhaps the greatest triumph of "Bat and Beyond" lies in its 
accessibility. Despite the complexity of its subject matter, Mr. Mani Iyer's 
writing is engaging and approachable, making even the most intricate aspects of 
cricketing strategy and history easily digestible. Whether you're a die-hard 
cricket fan or simply curious about the sport, this book has something to offer 
everyone. 


In conclusion, "Bat and Beyond" is a tour de force—a fitting great salute 
to the legends of cricket and a testament to the enduring power of sport. Mr.Mani 
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Iyer has crafted a masterpiece that will undoubtedly stand the test of time, 
earning its place on the bookshelves of cricket lovers the world over. 


I invite every aspirant, to have an access to this book, and take inputs, and 
get the inspiration from the legends. I was told that this book is available at 
online stores like amazon, and also available at e-libraries. 


I wish the author Mr.Mani Iyer, a grand success and bless him to present 
more interesting books in sports and to share his variety of his experience. 


May God bless him, with plenty of his choicest blessings. 


Lovingly Yours, 


Visu Iyer 
Secretary - arvlalayam 
iyervisuiyer@gqmail.com 


Sachin Tendulkar 


achin Tendulkar, often 
G pric as the "God of ae 
Cricket," is a name that | 
resonates with cricket enthusiasts 
worldwide. Born on April 24, 1973, 
in. Mumbai, India, Tendulkar's 
journey in cricket is nothing short 
of legendary. Starting his 
international career at a young 
age of 16, he went on to etch his 
name in the annals of the sport's 
history. 


Tendulkar's unparalleled career 
spanned 24 years, during which 
he amassed records that seem 
almost insurmountable. With an 
impeccable technique, he became the highest run-scorer in international 
cricket, notching up 100 international centuries — a feat unmatched by any other 
player. His ability to play under pressure and deliver consistently in all formats 
of the game, earned him universal admiration. 


Beyond statistics, Tendulkar embodied the spirit of the game. His 
sportsmanship, humility, and unwavering dedication inspired generations of 
cricketers and fans alike. The iconic image of Tendulkar raising his bat after 
reaching a milestone became symbolic of cricketing excellence. 


Off the field, Tendulkar's philanthropic endeavors and ambassadorial role for 
the sport further solidify his impact. His legacy extends beyond the boundaries 
of the cricket pitch, leaving an indelible mark on the hearts of those who 
witnessed his masterful innings. Sachin Tendulkar remains not just a cricketing 
icon but a symbol of resilience, passion, and the pursuit of excellence. 


Brian Lara 


rian Lara, the legendary cricketer from Trinidad and Tobago, stands as one 
of the greatest batsmen in the history of the sport. Born on May 2, 1969, 
Lara earned fame for his stylish and aggressive playing style. His illustrious 
career spanned from 1990 to 2007, during 
which he set several records, that still 
_ resonate in the cricketing world. 

Lara's most notable achievement 
came in 1994, when he smashed the highest 
individual Test score, an astonishing 375 
~ against England. This record stood for nearly 
a decade, and he broke it again by scoring 
the highest individual score by a batter, 


scoring 400 in a test innings. This showcases 


Lara's exceptional skill and endurance at the 
crease. His ability to dominate bowling attacks, coupled with an elegant 
technique, made him a nightmare for opposing teams. 

In addition to his Test exploits, Lara also shone in One Day Internationals 
(ODIs), amassing over 10,000 runs in the format. He captained the West Indies 
team during challenging times, demonstrating leadership amidst transitions in 
the team dynamics. 

Off the field, Lara's impact extends beyond statistics. His charismatic 
personality and sportsmanship, left an indelible mark on cricket enthusiasts 
globally. Brian Lara's legacy is not just about records but about the artistry, flair, 
and sheer joy he brought to the game, making him an enduring figure in the 


cricketing pantheon. 


Ricky Ponting 
icky Ponting, born on December 19, 1974, in Tasmania, Australia, is 
regarded as one of the finest cricket captains and batsmen in the 
history of the sport. Ponting's illustrious career spanned from 1995 to 

2012, during which he left an indelible mark on Australian cricket. 

Known for his aggressive yet technically sound batting style, Ponting 
became the backbone of the Australian 
batting lineup. His exceptional leadership 
skills were evident during his tenure as the 
captain of the Australian cricket team from 
2002 to 2011, a period marked by 
unprecedented success, including two 
consecutive World Cup victories in 2003 
and 2007. 

Ponting's personal achievements 
include being the highest run-scorer for 


Australia in both Test and One Day 


International (ODI) cricket. His ability to 
adapt to different formats and excel under pressure situations made him a true 
cricketing icon. In Tests, Ponting achieved the remarkable feat of leading 
Australia to 16 consecutive Test victories, showcasing his strategic acumen and 
team-building prowess. 

Beyond the statistics, Ponting's commitment to the game and his passion 
for success have solidified his status as a cricketing legend. Even after his 
playing days, Ponting continued to contribute to the sport as a coach and 


commentator, ensuring his enduring influence on the cricketing world. 
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Jacques Kallis 


acques Kallis, a cricketing legend from South Africa, is widely 
regarded as one of the greatest all-rounders in the history of the 
sport. Born on October 16, 1975, in Cape Town, Kallis’ illustrious 
career spanned over nearly two decades. His prowess with both bat and ball set 
him apart, making him a pivotal figure in international cricket. 
Kallis made his debut for the South African national team in December 
1995, and from then on, he became a stalwart in all formats of the game. 
Renowned for his classical batting technique, he amassed over 10,000 runs in 
both Test and One Day International (ODI) 
cricket, a testament to his remarkable 
consistency. His ability to adapt to various 
situations made him a reliable anchor for 
the team. 
In addition to his batting exploits, 
Kallis was a potent medium-fast bowler. 
His well-disguised deliveries and _ the 


knack of picking up crucial wickets made 


him a genuine all-rounder. With over 290 
Test wickets and nearly 300 ODI wickets, he showcased his bowling prowess 
alongside his batting brilliance. 

Kallis' influence extended beyond statistics; he was a leader and mentor, 
guiding the South African team through numerous challenges. His retirement in 
2014 marked the end of an era, leaving an indelible legacy as one of cricket's 
greatest all-rounders. Jacques Kallis remains a symbol of excellence and a 


source of inspiration for aspiring cricketers worldwide. 
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Glenn McGrath 


lenn McGrath, the towering fast bowler from Australia, etched his name in 
cricketing history as one of the finest pacemen the game has ever seen. 
Born on February 9, 1970, in Dubbo, New South Wales, McGrath's illustrious 


career spanned over 14 years, leaving an indelible mark on the sport. 


Known for his metronomic 
accuracy and unwavering consistency, 
McGrath played a pivotal role in 
Australia's dominance during the late 
1990s and early 2000s. His disciplined 
line and length, coupled with a potent 
ability to extract bounce, made him a 
nightmare for batsmen around the 
world. McGrath's unparalleled success 
is reflected in his impressive statistics, 
with over 500 wickets in Test cricket, a 


feat achieved by only a handful of 
bowlers and also a 3-time world cup winner. 

His iconic battles with legendary batsmen became the stuff of cricketing 
folklore, and his impact in pivotal moments, especially in Ashes series, remains etched 
in the memories of cricket enthusiasts. McGrath's resilience and determination were 
exemplified by his successful comeback after being diagnosed with cancer, a 
testament to his mental fortitude. 

Off the field, McGrath's commitment to charitable work, particularly his 
association with the McGrath Foundation for breast cancer support, showcased the 
softer side of this fierce competitor. Glenn McGrath's legacy extends beyond the 
boundaries, symbolizing skill, sportsmanship, and an unwavering dedication to the 


game he so passionately graced. 
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Muttaiah Muralitharan 


uttian Muralitharan, from Sri Lanka, widely regarded as one of 
the greatest spin bowlers in the history of cricket, and left an 
indelible mark on the sport. Born in 1972 in Kandy, 
Muralitharan's unorthodox bowling action raised eyebrows but became his 
trademark. His record-breaking career spanned from 1992 to 2011, during 


which he amassed numerous accolades. 


Muralitharan's mastery of spin bowling, particularly his ability to generate 
prodigious turn and bounce, made him a formidable 

opponent. His unique action, often described as a 
"doosra," puzzled batsmen worldwide, earning him 
an astounding 800 Test wickets — a testament to 
his skill and resilience. Beyond _ statistical 
achievements, Muralitharan's influence extended to 


inspiring aspiring spin bowlers globally. 


However, controversies surrounding his action occasionally 
overshadowed his brilliance. Accusations of a suspect bowling action fueled 
debates, but rigorous testing consistently deemed him legal. Muralitharan's 


perseverance in the face of adversity showcased his mental fortitude. 


Off the field, Muralitharan engaged in philanthropy, contributing to 
various Charitable causes. His legacy endures as a cricketing icon, a testament 
to the power of talent, dedication, and overcoming challenges. Muttiah 
Muralitharan's impact on the game transcends statistics, leaving an enduring 
legacy in the annals of cricket history. 
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Wasim Akram 


asim Akram, a cricketing maestro hailing from Pakistan, 

stands as one of the most celebrated, and skillful fast 

bowlers in the history of the sport. Born in 1966 in Lahore, 

Akram's illustrious career spanned from 1984 to 2003, leaving an lasting 
impression on the cricketing world. 
Renowned for his lethal left- 

arm pace and swing, Akram was a 
nightmare for batsmen worldwide. 
His ability to make the ball talk, 
both with the new and old ball, 
showcased his versatility. Akram's 
mastery over reverse swing, 
revolutionized fast bowling, setting 


new standards for future 


generations. 

Notably, he played a pivotal role in Pakistan's World Cup triumph in 
1992, displaying exceptional skills in high-pressure situations. His 502 wickets 
in One Day Internationals and, 414 wickets in Test matches attest to his 
remarkable consistency and impact. Akram's partnership with Wagar Younis in 


the 1990s earned them the moniker, "Sultan of Swing." 


Off the field, Wasim Akram's charismatic personality, and leadership qualities 
further solidified his legacy. He later transitioned to coaching, sharing his wealth 
of knowledge with aspiring cricketers. Wasim Akram's contributions to the game 
extend beyond statistics; he remains an icon and an inspiration for aspiring fast 
bowlers globally. 
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Sir Richard Hadlee 


ir Richard Hadlee, a cricketing luminary from New Zealand, is 

celebrated as one of the greatest all-rounders in the history of 

the sport. Born in 1951 in Christchurch, Hadlee's illustrious 
career spanned from 1973 to 1990, leaving an enduring impact on New Zealand 
cricket. 

Renowned for his exceptional fast bowling, Hadlee's rhythmic run-up and 
deadly accuracy made him a_ formidable 
opponent. His ability to swing and seam the 
ball, coupled with relentless accuracy, led to a 
staggering 431 wickets in Test cricket — a 
world record at the time of his retirement. 
Hadlee's influence wasn't confined to bowling; 
as a batsman, he displayed a penchant for 
timely innings, amassing over 3,000 Test 


runs. 


A pivotal figure in New Zealand's 
cricketing history, Hadlee's leadership was instrumental in shaping the team's 
identity. His captaincy during the 1980s provided a sense of direction and 
purpose to the Kiwi squad. 

Off the field, Sir Richard Hadlee's cricketing legacy endures through the 
Hadlee-Chappell Trophy, contested between New Zealand and Australia. 
Knighted for his services to cricket, Hadlee's impact extends beyond statistics, 
embodying the spirit of cricketing excellence and sportsmanship that resonates 
with fans worldwide. His contributions to the game remain an integral part of 


New Zealand's cricketing folklore. 
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Kapil Dev 


apil Dev, a cricketing legend from India, etched his name in the 
annals of the sport's history as an iconic all-rounder. Born in 
1959 in Chandigarh, Kapil Dev's cricketing journey unfolded 
from 1978 to 1984, and his influence extends far beyond his playing days. 
Captain of the Indian cricket 
team during a_ transformative 
period, Kapil Dev's_ leadership 
reached its zenith in the 1983 
Cricket World Cup. Under his 
captaincy, India achieved’ an 
improbable victory, defeating the 
West Indies in the final. Kapil's 
iconic innings of 175 against 
Zimbabwe in the same tournament 
remains etched in cricketing lore. 
As a fast bowler, Kapil's 


distinctive high-arm action and 


ability to generate pace made him a potent force. His 434 Test wickets and 
2534 runs attest to his all-round brilliance. Kapil Dev's charismatic style of play 
endeared him to fans, and his impact on Indian cricket transcended statistics. 
Post-retirement, Kapil Dev continued to contribute to the sport, becoming 
a respected commentator and coach. Awarded the Padma Bhushan, India's 
third-highest civilian award, Kapil Dev remains a cricketing icon, embodying the 
spirit of resilience and leadership. His legacy endures as a source of inspiration 


for aspiring cricketers in India and around the world. 
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Sir Viv Richards 


ir Vivian Richards, a cricketing maestro from Antigua, is hailed 

as one of the most destructive, and stylish batsmen in the history 

of the sport. Born in 1952, Richards personified West Indian 
cricket during his illustrious career from 1974 to 1991. 

Renowned for his 
aggressive and __ fearless 
approach to batting, Richards 
dominated bowlers — with 
swagger and authority. His 
imperious presence at the 
crease, coupled with a 
remarkable ability to score at 
a brisk pace, made him a 
nightmare for opponents. 
Richards was the linchpin of 


the formidable West Indies 


team, that enjoyed unparalleled success in the late 1970s and 1980s. 

In the 1976 Test series against England, Richards played a historic 
innings, scoring an astonishing 291 at The Oval. His leadership skills were also 
evident, when he captained the West Indies team in the later part of his career. 

Off the field, Richards exuded charisma and confidence, leaving an 
lasting mark on the cricketing world. Knighted for his services to cricket, Sir 
Vivian Richards' legacy extends beyond statistics. He remains an icon of 
Caribbean cricket, inspiring generations with his swashbuckling style, and 


unwavering impact on the game. 


17 


Other Books by Publishers 


aiahés5H5G aims, 


OQachsegGo@ OLTels-3 


aa . LisUwE Hii 
wait GAH) Lit Hi his 
trent 2 


18 


19 


20 


21 


About the Author 


Mr. Mani Iyer, who born at Pondicherry in Tamil Nadu, India, and brought up 
in Mumbai, Maharashtra, who is a graduated in Commerce from MCC College, 
Mulund, Mumbai in Maharashtra. 


He is employed at MNC is driven by a passion for 
growth and excellence, who is at passion for Cricket and 


played at Office Team and scored a Willis Cup at his Office. 


Mr. Mani Iyer, is good at Academic and has been 


trained expertise with his taxation skill as budding 


professional. Being with linguistic skills with fluency in four languages (Tamil, English, 
Hindi and Marathi). 


He excel in performance at sports, swimming, cricket, and Chess. Also active 
participant in inter-college QUIZ and MASTERMIND QUIZ competitions, securing 
commendable positions. He also led a winning team at the 'FOOD FEST" at college 


event. 


He Presented a paper on ‘INDIA-AN EMERGING ECONOMY’ at N.G.Bedkar 
College, Thane and a regular contributor to the college in-house magazine, 
'PRATHIBIMB'". He also participated in MACMILLAN EXAM and engaged in yoga 


camps/retreats at Vivekananda Kendra. 


- Publisher 


